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History Article 
The following article is provided by the Loxton Rotary History Group with thanks to contributors Keith 

Payne, Tony Moyle, Des Schliebs, Richard & Marg Bastian. Please forward any contributions to Tony.. 

The article is made up of a video (link below) & article. 

The video is a brief summary of the RCL Dinner Meeting held in Birdsville on August 15th 1997. 

The video also shows how some of the 156 Rotarians and Friends journeyed to Birdsville! 

Click attached link below to watch video 

https://vimeo.com/gkpayne/sand-dragon-ride-in-5-minutes?share=copy 

Rotary heads to Birdsville 
On Friday, August 15, 1997 the Loxton Rotary Club will hold its weekly dinner meeting at the Birdsville 

Hotel. Rotarians from many parts of Australia and from overseas will be at the meeting. Among them will 

be the Rotary International President, Glen Kinross, and his wife Heather. 

The switch of the meeting venue from Loxton to Birdsville for the night is being made to coincide with a 

motorcycle ride across the Simpson Desert. 

The 2,200 kilometre ride from Marree to Birdsville was organized by Port Pirie Rotarian, Bryant Chivell and 

Loxton Rotarians Tony Moyle and David Ingerson. With the Rotary Club of Loxton’s support, Tony and 

David founded the International Fellowship of Motorcycling Rotarians. 

Tony said it is likely that at least 16 members of that worldwide group will take part in that ride. He said 

five of the riders are coming from the UK and Europe with the remainder from all Australian mainland 

states. Another group with an interest in four wheel driving will be involved, providing a back-up to the 

motorcyclists as well as carrying food, fuel and camping equipment. 

Rotarians involved in the Rotary Flying Fellowship have also shown an interest and will fly to Birdsville to 

attend the Rotary dinner. Around 19 Loxton Rotarians will attend the meeting. Tony Moyle, Paul Pfitzner 

and Ron Shepherd will be among the group of motorcyclists. Keith Payne is in the support group and 

another 15 will be flying to Birdsville. Those crossing the Simpson Desert will gather in Marree on Saturday, 

August 9, to begin the desert ride. 

Tony Moyle said that the ride will be a once in a lifetime opportunity for motorcyclists to take part in an 

organised crossing of the Simpson Desert. Norm Hood, a member of the Renmark Rotary Club, is 

organising a convoy for four wheel drive vehicles that will make the trip to Birdsville. 

They will leave on the Thursday, and travel up the Birdsville Track, returning on the Saturday. 

Money raised from this event will be donated to the Royal Flying Doctor Service. 
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The Loxton Rotary Club held their meeting @ The Op Shop on 12 February 2025 

The meeting had planned to be held at The Murray River Queen however was relocated due to the heat. 

Apologies: Darryl & Mel Blythman, Kym Walton & Harry Ostendorf 
 

Guest Speaker: Donna Neale (Murray River Queen) 

 

MRQ Opens Stage 1- Accommodation 

Loxton Rotary was delighted to host Donna 

Neale, the owner of Loxton’s newest and 

most exciting tourism business, The 

Murray River Queen based in the Lions 

Park on Grant Schubert Drive.  

Donna was excited to announce that 
accommodation is now open as of Feb 2025 
with a total of 11 rooms with a further 5 in progress. 

Café – Fruit Packers Daughter (Stage 2) 
The café name is a tribute to Donna’s parents and the local citrus industry. 
Work continues to obtain a food licence, with modifications to occur for the café to open. A consultant is 
helping out for 5 weeks & consultant chef is preparing the first menu. Hopefully will know when the café will 
open in the next few weeks. Breakfast lunch and starter in cafe and drinks.  

Open Day – Fri 21 February 2025 
The public were invited to an Open Day to come and look around on Friday 21 February. 
The MRQ also has access to an outdoor area, currently can accommodate events within a 20 x 60m boundary 
that starts from the river bank. Permits for bigger events are required through council with plans to try and 
get a lot happening every weekend as a new business. 

Restaurant (Stage 3) 
Revising Restaurant as work done 3 years ago. When have idea of trades will advertising extra staff. Haven’t 
got a chef as yet. Restaurant second step, upmarket restaurant and casual café. Ideas are flowing and open 
to suggestions. Regency tafe for work experience if we can through Rotary. 
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Dinner Plate Numbers  

Thanks to Melissa (& Darryl) Blythman for making Dinner Plate Numbers to assist us when ordering at the Loxton 

Hotel and Club regarding issuing numbers when purchasing meals.  
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Mallee Harvest Festival at Alawoona  

The Mallee Harvest Festival was held on the evening of Saturday 8 Feb 2025 @ Alawoona. 

The event arranged by Rosey McConnell as a fundraiser for the Leukaemia Foundation.  

The Rotary Club of Loxton was a gold sponsor.  The 3 people under the Mallee Harvest Festival banner were  

Aaron Eckerman leukaemia foundation growth specialist, Shelley Garvie Leukaemia patient now in remission  

And Rosey McConnell event organiser. Thanks to Tom & Sally Shannon for the content. 
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Mardi Gras Ambassador – Kate Tate 
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Loxton Rotary Mardi Gras 2025 
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Loxton Rotary Supports Vanuatu Recovery 

Loxton Rotary donated $2,000 immediately after the Vanuatu earthquake – further details below 

On 17 December 2024 a magnitude 7.3 earthquake struck Vanuatu, followed by multiple powerful 

aftershocks. The devastating disaster caused a significant number of fatalities and injuries, displaced 

thousands of people and damaged major infrastructure. Critical assistance was required immediately. 

Fortunately, Rotary members leapt into action! 

 

District 9910 Governor Jenn Wong, The Rotary Foundation (TRF) team at Rotary International’s 

Sydney office, and TRF Trustee Dennis Shore joined forces to promote District 9910’s designated 

disaster fund and TRF’s global Disaster Response Fund to Rotary members in the South Pacific. 

 

Members, clubs and districts responded to the call out immediately. To date, it is estimated that a 

combined total of over AU$200,000 was raised across all fundraising, including a Rotary Australia 

World Community Service (RAWCS) project. This is an extraordinary result! 

 

Your generous donations flowed to essential water, sanitation, and hygiene projects, ensuring that 

affected communities regained access to clean water and proper sanitation facilities. In fact, the first 

priority project – restoring access to clean water in two villages home to approximately 10,000 people 

– has already been successfully completed. District Governor Jennifer Wong emphasises that Rotary 

is committed to supporting Vanuatu’s long-term recovery. 

 

 “While the immediate crisis response has been remarkable, our work is far from over. By continuing 

to invest in water, sanitation and hygiene projects for schools and medical clinics, we are laying the 

foundation for a stronger, healthier future for Vanuatu," says Jenn. 

 

"We are grateful for all the support from Rotary members across the world but in particular from 

across Rotary South Pacific." The Regional Council commends the collaboration demonstrated by 

Rotary’s rapid response to this natural disaster. 
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Thought for the day (Bert Haslam):  
“Love is patient, love is kind, it does not envy, it does not boast. It is not proud, it does not dishonour 

others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs - Corinthians. 13 (4-5) 

 

Next Meeting #3296 – Wed 26 February 2025 – 6.30pm 

Location: Shannon’s Residence, Loxton North 

       You're Invited!        

Join us in celebrating Fran Whitelaw’s 

debut Riverland exhibition, Snapshots 

of Life in Colour! 

             Friday, 28th Feb 

        6:00 PM 

    Loxton Business Hub (on the 

roundabout) 

Come and experience Fran’s vibrant 

artwork at the River Fringe exhibition 

opening.  

Don’t miss this exciting night of art and creativity!         

#FranWhitelawArt #SnapshotsOfLifeInColour #RiverFringe #loxtonart 

 

 

Dates to note: 

2nd Wed of the Month - General Meeting (Loxton Hotel) 

3rd Wed of the Month - Board Meetings (Op Shop) 

4th Wed of the Month - General Meeting (Loxton Club) 
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What’s Coming Up?  

 
 

 

Date / Start Time Event Location 

Wed 26 Feb – 6.30pm  Loxton Rotary Club - Meeting #3296  Shannon Residence (L/N) 

Wed 12 Mar – 6.30pm Loxton Rotary Club - Meeting #3297 Loxton Hotel 

Wed 19 Mar – 7.00pm Loxton Rotary Board Meeting Op Shop 

Wed 26 Mar – 6.30pm Loxton Rotary Club - Meeting #3298 Loxton Club 

Wed 9 Apr – 6.30pm Loxton Rotary Club - Meeting #3299 Loxton Hotel 

Wed 16 Apr – 7.00pm Loxton Rotary Board Meeting Op Shop 

Wed 23 Apr – 6.30pm Loxton Rotary Club - Meeting #3300 Loxton Club 
 

Save the Date 

Wed 26 Feb – 6.30pm  Farewell to Jenny Mills Dinner  Shannon Residence (L/N) 

Fri 28 Feb – 6.00pm Fran’s Whitelaw’s “ Snapshots of Life in Colour Loxton Business Hub 

Sat 2 Mar 2025 – 8.30am International Women’s Breakfast Loxton Hotel 

21-22 Mar 2025 Rotary Club of Loxton weekend away Lake Cullulleraine 

TBC Hit the Drought for 6   Loxton Oval 
 

MEETING TASKS 
DATE NOTE VENUE CHAIRPERSON EQUIPMENT/PLAQUES 

26/02/2025 General Club Liz Dymmott Daryl Blythman 

12/03/2025 Club Assembly HOTEL Des Schliebs Tony Altschwager 

26/03/2025 General Club Robert Fielke Harry Ostendorf 

9/04/2025 General Hotel Craig Dowling Tom Shannon 

23/04/2025 General Club Larry Whitelaw  Paula Nitschke 
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OP SHOP ROSTERS - Support 

Week Start Weekend Morning Day 
24/02/2025 2/03/2025 Peter Kennedy / Greg Schell Larry Whitelaw 

03/03/2025 09/03/2025 Peter Kennedy / Greg Schell Peter Angel 

10/03/2025 16/03/2025 Peter Kennedy / Greg Schell Bert Haslam 

17/03/2025 23/03/2025 Peter Kennedy / Greg Schell Bill Ebert 

24/03/2025 30/03/2025 Peter Kennedy/Greg Schell Tony Altschwager 

 

Saturday OP SHOP CLEANING & RETAIL 
01/03/2025 Sarah Edwards Kym Walton 

08/03/2025 Tony Altschwager Daryl Blythman 

15/03/2025 Bert Haslam Nicolle Jachmann 

22/03/2025 Bill Ebert Robert Fielke 
 

Wednesday 7.30am 
LOXTON HIGH SCHOOL BREAKFAST SUPPORT 

Ethan Grosse (LHS) Mob: 0488 444 240 

26 February 2025 Bert Haslam 

   05 March 2025 Roger Jeffrey 

12 March 2025 Sue McDonald 

19 March 2025 Jim West 

26 March 2025 Bert Haslam 

02 April 2025 Tom Shannon 

 09 April 2025 Les Burgemeister 

School Holidays 12 April to 27 April 2025 

 

 

 

 

Loxton Rotary Website - https://rotary-loxton.org.au/ 

 
Loxton Rotary Bulletin Bulletin – Rotary Club of Loxton (rotary-loxton.org.au) 
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